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giance or ohedience to th: king of Great-Britain, his heirs and fucceffors, becaufe we thoughe it
fo incautioufly worded as to take away all freedom of difcourfe, even the moft innocent on that
topic, and might be conitrued by a people jealous of, and well acquainted with their rights,
into_an attempt to deprive them of the freedom of deliberating on matters which they might
think concerned their fafety and welfare 5 but left fuch a privilege might poflibly be perverted to
the worft ot purpoies by the real enemies of this ftate, we have confented to retain the claufe,
guarded by 'the words ¢ wickedly, corruptly, or feditioufly,” leaving juries judges of the. wicked,
corrupt and feditious intention, a power, in our opinion, fully fufficient to check the infidious
practices of our encmies. | : -

We rejected tie claufe punifhing attempts to depreciate our currency, becaufe, having made
effe&lual provifion for fupporting its credic by the tender bill, wherein punifhments are annexed
to particular prattices, tending to depreciate this neceflary fubftitute for money, we could not
conceive the fupport of a general penal law neceflary 5 a law too, which, without an{wering any
valuable puipofe, might be conftrued into an intention to fhackle the liberty of the prefs, the
freedom of which has ever be n found the beft fecurity for the virtuous adminiftration of govern-
ment. This cltule can only be fuppofed neceflary, upon an apprehenfion that the credit of our
money could not ftand the teft of a free examination, a fuppofition which we never. can admit 5
thefe rcafons induce us ftill to adhe.e to our amendment, o

The claufe infli&ing a fine on perfons diffuading or encouraging others from enlifting, we
thought too extenfive, and might prevent parents and guardians, and the neareft relatives, from
giving aldvice to thofe who might be under their particular care ; and as we fuppofed perfuafion
from others would have no eftect on perfons willing to_enlift, fo we did not think it neceflary to
provide a remedy ; but as you may be better acquainted with the evils prevailing in the different

parts of the country, and fuggeit this to be one, we have acceded to the claute, guarded with

the words <€ advifedly and mualicioufly, with an intention to obftruc the fervice ;” thus making
the criminal intention the criterion of this offence, -

Our fourth amenument to the feconu claufe of the fifth page was grounded on the reafons af-
figned for the firft; we have adopted the claufe in the bill, with the addition of the words
¢ wickedly, corruptiy or {editioufly,” on the principle already affigned for retaining the claufe
ftruck out by our ficft amendment.

We moft readily fubfcribe to the truth of the pofition, that a liar is one of the moft deteftable
of charadlers, and agree that to «irculate falfe Dews, with an intention to injure the community,
is highly criminal, but we lament that your acquaintance with the laws, opinions and cuftoms
of barbarians, as well as civilized nations, has not enabled you to point out a remedy adequate
to this evil, without introducing a greater mifchief. ‘The one propofed by the bill will have the
effect of {upprefling all communication of public tranfations, or of fubjelting the weak and in-
cautious to profe. ution by the malicious, while the more artful and wicked will efcape the punith-
ment duc to their criminal intentions.  We therefore adhere to this amendment, :

As cvery perfon may be required to take the teft propofed by the bill, it certainly muft be con-
fidered as general 5 and notwithftanding the reafoning contained in your meflage,” we are ftill of
opinion that a general teft is not only improper, but cont:ary to the f{pirit of our declaration of
rights ; improper, bzcaufe no government has a right to dive into the fecret thoughts of fubjeéts
conforming their condu?t to the known laws of the ftate, nor fift from their bofoms their politi-
cal principles, by an appeal to their confciences, in order to lay the foundatior of a profecution,
or for the purpofe of inflilling pains and penalties. Tefts of this niture, it is true, have been
impofed by our anccftors, but we wifh to imitate their wife, not impolitic inftitutions. That tefts
to be generally adminiftered to difcover the political opinions of individuals not admitted into any
of the departments of government, afford little fecarity to a ﬂatg, the frequent revolutions of
that very country in which they have moft prevailed, is a ftriking proof ; we are not fingular in
this opinion ; they will not prevent the dangerous praétices of wicked and defigning men, but
have been and may be abufed to the difturbance of the confcientious and inoffenfive., Thefe con-
fiderations, we prefume, induced the convention which formed our government, to exclude from
their {yftem the idea of a general teft.  To guard againft the introducion of new oaths or tefts,
calculated occafionly to anfwer the purpofes of a ruling party, the thirty-fifth article of the dew
claration of rights provides, That no other teft or qualification ought to be required on admiflion
to office, than fuch as thould be directed by that convention, or the legiflature of this ftate, and
by the conflitution a particular oath is formed to be taken as a teft by all the perfons enumerated.
From thefe adts, if they mean any thing, it certainly was intended, that after a teft was once
fixcd, no future legiflature fhould have right to.alter it, even as to officers and voters, unlefs in
the mode preferibed by the form of government. If then the convention intended to guard
againit the alteration of the teft to officers upon their admiffion to office, and to voters when they
offered to vote, and {uppofed a general teft admiffible, furely the fame reftraint would have been
made as to the form and nature of the geneial teft. This not having been done, we muft infer
that it was not the intention of the convention to admit a gencral teft into our government ; for
it would involve a moft obvious abfurdity to fuppofe that the legiflature was reftrained from al<
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